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Sec. 

(d) Contract authority; leases: term, 

nominal rental; purchase contracts: 

payment term, vesting of title in 

the District of Columbia, applica-

tion of installment payments to 

purchase price, provisions securing 

performance of obligations, amorti-

zation, interest rate, reimburse-

ment of contractors for certain 

costs, and Congressional committee 

approval of design, plans, and speci-

fications. 

(e) Full faith and credit of the District of 

Columbia. 

(f) Gifts, services, securities, and other 

property: acceptance and adminis-

tration; operation of civic center: 

District of Columbia or other en-

tity; contractual operation: terms 

and conditions, employment of Fed-

eral, District of Columbia, and vol-

untary personnel. 

617. State administration of criminal and health 

and safety laws. 

618. Special rules for leased buildings. 

(a) Specifications. 

(b) Competitive procedures. 

(c) Inspections. 

(d) Enforcement. 

619. Compliance with nationally recognized codes. 

(a) Building codes. 

(b) Zoning laws. 

(c) Special rules. 

(d) State and local government recom-

mendations. 

(e) Effect of noncompliance. 

(f) Limitation on liability. 

(g) Applicability to certain buildings. 

(h) National security waiver. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in title 16 section 450ss–6; 

title 42 section 5817. 

§ 601. Prohibition on construction of buildings 
except by Administrator of General Services 

No public building shall be constructed except 
by the Administrator, who shall construct such 
public building in accordance with this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 86–249, § 2, Sept. 9, 1959, 73 Stat. 479.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 86–249. For complete clas-

sification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 

below and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–678, § 1, Nov. 17, 1988, 102 Stat. 4049, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 617 to 619 of 

this title, amending sections 318 to 318b, 603, and 606 of 

this title, repealing section 278a of this title, and enact-

ing provisions set out as notes under this section and 

section 619 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Public 

Buildings Amendments of 1988’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 94–541, title I, § 101, Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2505, 

provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting sections 601a and 

612a of this title and amending sections 490, 606, and 611 

of this title] may be cited as the ‘Public Buildings Co-

operative Use Act of 1976’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1972 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 92–520, § 1, Oct. 21, 1972, 86 Stat. 1019, provided: 

‘‘That this Act [enacting section 616 of this title and 

provisions set out as notes under section 616 of this 

title] may be cited as the ‘Dwight D. Eisenhower Me-

morial Bicentennial Civic Center Act’.’’ 

Pub. L. 92–313, § 1, June 16, 1972, 86 Stat. 216, provided: 

‘‘That this Act [enacting section 602a of this title, 

amending sections 490, 603, 606, and 611 of this title, and 

enacting provisions set out as notes under sections 175 

and 603 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Public Build-

ings Amendments of 1972’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 86–249 provided: ‘‘That this Act 

[enacting this chapter, amending section 490 of this 

title, and repealing sections 23, 24, 32, 33, 59, 254, 259, 

260, 262 to 265, 267, 268, 274 to 276, 277, 278, 282, 297 to 298, 

298c, 341 to 342a, 344, 345, 346 to 350a, and 352 to 354 of 

this title] may be cited as the ‘Public Buildings Act of 

1959’.’’ 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY AUTHORITIES 

Pub. L. 100–678, § 9, Nov. 17, 1988, 102 Stat. 4053, pro-

vided that: ‘‘Nothing in this Act (including any amend-

ment made by this Act [see Short Title of 1988 Amend-

ment note above]) shall be construed to affect the au-

thorities granted in sections 5, 6, and 8 of the Central 

Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 403f, 403g, and 

403j).’’ 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Design and construction of public buildings to accom-

modate the physically handicapped, see section 4151 et 

seq. of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

§ 601a. Duties of Administrator; Federal agency 
accommodations; historical and architectural 
preservation of public buildings; consulta-
tion with Governors, agencies, and chief ex-
ecutive officers 

(a) In order to carry out his duties under this 
title and under any other authority with respect 
to constructing, operating, maintaining, alter-
ing, and otherwise managing or acquiring space 
necessary for the accommodation of Federal 
agencies and to accomplish the purposes of this 
title, the Administrator shall— 

(1) acquire and utilize space in suitable 
buildings of historic, architectural, or cultural 
significance, unless use of such space would 
not prove feasible and prudent compared with 
available alternatives; 

(2) encourage the location of commercial, 
cultural, educational, and recreational facili-
ties and activities within public buildings; 

(3) provide and maintain space, facilities, 
and activities, to the extent practicable, 
which encourage public access to and stimu-
late public pedestrian traffic around, into, and 
through public buildings, permitting coopera-
tive improvements to and uses of the area be-
tween the building and the street, so that such 
activities complement and supplement com-
mercial, cultural, educational, and rec-
reational resources in the neighborhood of 
public buildings; and 

(4) encourage the public use of public build-
ings for cultural, educational, and rec-
reational activities. 

(b) In carrying out his duties under subsection 
(a) of this section, the Administrator shall con-
sult with Governors, areawide agencies estab-
lished pursuant to title II of the Demonstration 
Cities and Metropolitan Development Act of 1966 
[42 U.S.C. 3331 et seq.] and section 6506 of title 31, 
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